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A distinguished global public health leader and epidemiologist with over two decades of transformative experience driving noncommunicable disease (NCD) prevention, cancer control, and health system strengthening across low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). Possesses a proven track record of directing large-scale international initiatives, shaping global health policy at the highest levels of the World Health Organization (WHO), and fostering the next generation of public health leaders through academic stewardship.

· Global Health Leadership & Strategy: Over 25 years of experience leading multi-country frameworks, high-impact public health interventions, and multisectoral action plans.

· Epidemiology & NCD Control: Expert in chronic disease epidemiology, integrated clinical management, and the design of primary care frameworks for cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, and cancer.

· Academic Stewardship: Demonstrated success in directing a school of public health, pioneering innovative curricula (including micro-credentials), and mentoring Master’s and Doctoral scholars.

· Health System Strengthening: Specialization in scaling primary healthcare (PHC) solutions, clinical guideline development, and implementation science in resource-constrained settings.

· Held strategic leadership roles across Country, Regional, and Headquarters levels (Geneva, New Delhi, Manila, Fiji).

· Global Program Management (WHO HQ, Geneva): As Coordinator for the Management of NCDs, directed global policy, research portfolios, and country-level implementation strategies for NCD prevention, disability, and injury prevention.

· Flagship Global Initiatives: Spearheaded cross-cutting strategies and flagship portfolios, including the Global Cervical Cancer Elimination Initiative, the Global Diabetes Compact, and the Global Initiative for Childhood Cancer.

· Standard-Setting Technical Guidelines: Architect of foundational global healthcare frameworks; led the development of the WHO HEARTS technical package, the optimization of the WHO PEN protocol for primary care, and the WHO Guidelines for the Management of Cancer Pain in Adults.

· Regional Scale & Impact (WHO SEARO): Conceptualized and executed SEAHEARTS, the world’s largest expansion of NCD management in primary care, successfully placing over 100 million individuals with hypertension and diabetes on standardized, protocol-based care.

· Prior to joining WHO, worked at the Regional Cancer Centre, Trivandrum, where he established the cancer epidemiology and clinical research unit, initiated the population-based cancer registry in Trivandrum, identified the prevalence of HPV infection in the population and demonstrated cancer screening and early detection programmes.
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